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Barbour County Commission 
26 North Main Street 
Philippi, West Virginia 26416 

April 15, 2020 

Re: COVID-19 Pandemic County Block Grants 

Dear Commissioners: 

On Friday, April 10, 2020, I announced that-in addition to asking President Trump to 
allow state, county, and municipality expenses related to COVID-19 response activities to be 
reimbursed by the forthcoming federal funding-I would be issuing block grants in the amount of 
$100,000 to eacq. county in West Virginia to help pay extraordinary costs that your county and the 
municipalities within your county are incurring for the first responders and true soldiers right on 
the front lines of this pandemic. 

Therefore, enclosed, please find a check in the amount of $100,000 to be used to help pay 
for those extraordinary costs that your county and the municipalities within your county are 
incurring for the first responders and frontline soldiers fighting to stop the spread of this pandemic. 
This block grant funding, while first directed to your county.for initial receipt of funds, should be
shared with affected municipalities within your county. 

As I said on Friday, the determination of how best to use this money is best made at the 
local level, but note that there is not unl�ted discretion or latitude for how thes� funds may be 
used. These block grant funds may only be expended for purposes allowable under the federal 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (H.R. 748, the CARES Act), which means 
that these funds may only be used to .cover expenses that:

(1) m,-e necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency with respect to
the COVID-19 pandemic;

(2) were not accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of March 27, 2020 (the
date of enactment of the CARES Act) for your county or municipality; and

(3) were or will be incurred during the period that begins on March 1, 2020, and ends on
December 30, 2020.
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