STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
At Charleston

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 18-20

By the Governor

WHEREAS, a State of Emergency was declared on the Sixteenth Day of March, Two
Thousand Twenty for all counties in West Virginia (the “State of Emergency Declaration™), to
allow agencies to coordinate and create necessary measures to prepare for and respond to the

outbreak of respiratory disease caused by a novel coronavirus now known as COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 15, Article 5, Section 6 of the Code of West Virginia authorizes the
Governor, among other things, to suspend the provisions of any regulatory statute prescribing the
procedures for conduct of state business or the orders, rules of any state agency, if strict compliance
therewith would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with the
emergency, to control ingress and egress to and from a disaster area or an area where large-scale
threat exists, the movement of persons within the arca, and the occupancy of premises therein, and
to perform and exercise other functions, powers, and duties that are necessary to promote and

secure the safety and protection of the civilian population; and

WHEREAS, it is projected by national and state health officials that the COVID-19
pandemic will continue to worsen throughout the country and throughout the state, with an apex

for the number of cases occurring in West Virginia on or about the last week of April 2020; and

WHEREAS, the primary elections in West Virginia are currently scheduled to be held on

May 12, 2020, soon after the currently anticipated apex of the pandemic; and

WHEREAS, the constitutional right to cast a ballot in a fair election in this state is
sacrosanct and the right to cast a ballot in person, if a person desires to, on the polling day must be

preserved to the extent possible, even in this state of emergency; and



WHEREAS, the congregation of the public at polling places so soon afier the projected
apex of the COVID-19 pandemic poses a large-scale threat to the public health, safety, and welfare;

and

WHEREAS, the state has taken significant steps to date to mitigate the spread of the
COVID-19 virus, but the virus remains a serious threat to the health, safety, and welfare of the
public, and further efforts and actions are necessary to disrupt the spread of the virus and to
mitigate the impact of COVID-19, including the postponement of West Virgima’s primary

elections currently scheduled for May 12, 2020; and

WHEREAS, it has been advised that postponing the date of the West Virginia primary
elections approximately one month, to June 9, 2020, is in the best interest of the public health,

safety, and welfare; and

WHEREAS, the postponemnent of the primary elections in this state will necessitate the
postponement of municipal clections in this statc for a similar period of time to allow voting
resources to be efficiently utilized and to ensure that all elections proceed in the safest manner
possible during this state of emergency, and the postponement of the primary elections may
likewise make it necessary or advisable for levying bodies to coordinate with the appropriate
county commission and board of ballot commissioners, in consultation with the State Auditor,

regarding the possibility of placing the question of such levies on the primary elections ballot.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, JIM JUSTICE, pursuant to the authority vested in me pursuant
to the provisions of Chapter 15, Article 5, Section 6 and Chapter 15, Article 5, Section 1 of the
Code of West Virginia, hereby DECLARE and ORDER, as follows:

1. The provisions of West Virginia Code § 3-5-1, regulating the particular date on
which primary elections are to be held, are suspended for the primary elections
currently scheduled to be held on May 12, 2020, to the extent that the date provided
for such primary shall be moved forward approximately one month to June 9, 2020.

2. The provisions of all other statutes of the West Virginia Code regulating particular

dates by which certain actions relating to elections in this state must be performed,









